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COUSTRY: Philippines X Q SN
BUBJECT: 2Pttepects for Tire Nanufacture
BOURCE ¢

i. The Fhilippives require 120,000 passesger and 250,000 truck tires
snnually. Other types of tiree such as motoreycle, tractor, sire
plaze, and industrial are used in unimportant guantities.

2. This volume would normelly support an efficiant factory, but poor
sconomic prospects and an unreliable government have discouraged
V.8, maoafecturers fron entering the production fleld.

3+ A locally owned factory is being put in cperation. It was clsimed
that productlion would be under way in October 1952, but when I left
that month there were no tires on the market nor wers price 1lists
avallable, An eventual production of 300-400 tires daily vas
planned. Imwébytmmfaefamﬁwala, the head of the
::my, that only four sizes would be made; 600-16, 670.15, T50-20,

- -

4. Marcelo was sent to the U.8. by Rojas for training, He studied rubdber
:mzstry at Akron University mﬁmm for one of the rubber companies

5« The tire machimery waa iurﬂhueé from & tire plent in Mextico that was
being closed down and is reported to be obsolete [collector's note:
production men who have seen the machinery describe it as Junk}

6. Marcelo tried to intersst my company in supplying technical help. Ap-
parently he wus refused by the major U.8, saoufscturers ss he bad a
representative of » small U.8, tire msnufacturer at the plant for a
time and clalms to have some engineers et the U.8. factory for faining,

T+ Another shoe samufacturer periodically sanounces they will produce 100
tires daily, but I hmve Vesn unable to confirm they bave aay equipment,

8., SBuch manufacturing ventures can not be protected by tariff under the
Bell ict but can be favored b denial of import licenses for foreign
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